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AMENITIES & SERVICES:
CASAS-2 bedrooms with private pool, Floating Huts &
Garden Huts,Solana Spa, Café Amarra, Infinity Pool,

Game Room and Function Rooms.
24-Hour security, standby generator and hot and cold shower,

fully airconditioned rooms, cable TV, laundry & pressing service,
mini bar, tour & transportation rentals, hotel transfer services

PLAYA TROPICAL
Brgy. Victoria, Currimao,
Ilocos Norte, Philippines

For inquiries, call
(077) 6761001, 6761088,

09175700223
or visit

www.playatropical.com.ph
Owner: Lito  Carag

BY DOMINIC B. DELA CRUZ

STAFF REPORTER

BATAC CITY—After Rep. Ferdinand “Bongbong” R.
Marcos Jr. took the seventh position in the senatorial race
of the recent May 10 automated elections, former Batac
Mayor Jesus R. Nalupta Sr. said he foresees Marcos be-
coming the next president of the republic.

This was the reason the powerful Nalupta political clan
supported Marcos’ candidacy for senator, Nalupta said

BBM maybe next
president—Nalupta

BY DOMINIC B. DELA CRUZ
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AS HE BEGIN his third and final term as Laoag’s chief executive,
Mayor Michael V. Fariñas said he is set to complete all of his priority
projects before his term ends in 2013.

Fariñas enumerated these projects as the upgrading of the Laoag
City General Hospital, the putting up of a mall, the completion of the
sports complex in Barangay La Paz, the setting up of integrated high
schools in the city’s southern and eastern portions, the completion of
the Library Hub, the city government’s low-cost housing program,
the rehabilitation and upgrading of Aurora Park and the City Audito-
rium.

Aside from these, Fariñas said he is also set to construct more
barangay halls, multi-purpose centers, road pavement as well as the
rehabilitation of the irrigation system in the city.

But on the top of his priority list is the LCGH upgrade which he

ON HIS LAST TERM AS MAYOR

MVF eyes completion of
all his priority projects

BY LEILANIE G. ADRIANO
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NORTHWIND Power Devel-
opment Corp. (NPDC) has
suddenly cut its electric gen-
eration supply to the Ilocos
Norte Electric Cooperative,
prompting the local power
distributor to look for other
sources to meet the power
consumption of the province.

Northwind, which has 20
wind turbines in Bangui, Ilocos
Norte and which generate a to-
tal of 30 megawatts of power,
has earlier been seen as a model
of alternative and renewable
source of energy and which was
touted to reduce power costs in
the province. It has also played
a major part in the campaign of
Senator-elect Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr., who boasted that the
province is nowhere near any
power crisis with the presence
of the windmills.

This, however, seems not to
be the case anymore as INEC
general manager Engr. Renato
Balintec told members of the lo-
cal media on May 20 that
Northwind suddenly cut its gen-
eration to them without a prior

Northwind cuts power
supply to INEC

BY LEILANIE G. ADRIANO
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ILOCOS NORTE Governor-elect
Ma. Imelda “Imee” R. Marcos is
bent on realizing her promise to
serve and uplift the economic stan-
dards of Ilocanos here and abroad
as she is set to create new offices
at the Provincial Capitol once
seated as governor.

The eight new offices to be set

CHEAP POWER NO MORE? Touted to bring power rates in the province down, the Bangui windmill farm has not
totally delivered with the promise as power rates in Ilocos Norte are still as high as they were before the
advent of the windmills and with Northwind’s sudden cutting of supply to INEC, the promise of lower power
rates simply got blown away by the wind.

PHOTO BY ALAIN BARROGA

ON FIRST 100 DAYS

Imee plans to create 8 new offices,
divide prov’l administration to 3

up at the provincial government
covering her administration’s pro-
grams include: Investment and Job
Centre, Office of the Barangay Af-
fairs, Task Force Health and Educa-
tion, Consultative Committees on
Tourism, Agricultural Poverty, and
a round-the-clock open desks for
Zanjera or farmers’ associations and
for Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFWs).

The newly-elected governor of

the province said there is a need to
create new offices at the Capitol to
ensure that any problems or con-
cerns about employment, barangay,
health, education, tourism, agricul-
ture and OFWs will be addressed.

She however did not elaborate
further details as to how the new
offices would operate and where to
source funds needed.

Also, the provincial administra

Drought damages P10.2M of  crops in Ilocos Norte
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though he added that they did
not support his mother and sister
as they threw their support behind
the candidacies of former Rep.
Mariano R. Nalupta and incumbent
Ilocos Norte Gov. Michael M. Keon.

“Ni Apo Bongbong Marcos, he
is the only one who has the chance
to be the President of the Philip-
pines nga politico ditoy ayan tayo
nga Ilocos Norte a. Why? He has
the name, he has the money. But he
has to prove himself as a worthy
President during his stay in the Sen-
ate, which is the training ground for
Presidents,” Nalupta said.

In view of this, Nalupta vowed
their support to the Marcoses in the
national political arena being an
Ilocano and for their being from
Batac.

Batac’s slogan “Home of Great
Leaders” would include the next
future leader as it has already pro-
duced former Presidents Ferdinand
E. Marcos and Fidel V. Ramos, and

BBM maybe next president—Nalupta
soon Bongbong.

As for the “word war” during
the campaign wherein both camps
were accused of “ungratefulness”,
Nalupta said these are mere in-
trigues.

“Everybody knows here in
Batac, a ni Apo Marcos ket ni fa-
ther ko iti nang-start kenkuana
iti politics during the time when
they needed help,” Nalupta ex-
plained.

But he stressed that these in-
trigues should now be forgotten as
all Ilocanos should now focus on
helping the younger Marcos be-
come the country’s next President.

A prerequisite for higher of-
fice, Nalupta said, would be for
Bongbong to perform well in the
Senate.

Likewise, his family members,
the former First Lady Imelda R.
Marcos and Ilocos Norte Gover-
nor-elect Ma. Imelda “Imee” R.
Marcos, should also serve their
constituents well, Nalupta con-
cluded.

said is very important in deliv-
ering basic health services to the
city’s residents, and with the elec-
toral defeat of incumbent Ilocos
Norte Gov. Michael M. Keon, he
sees no more roadblock in the real-

MVF eyes completion of all his priority projects
ization of this project.

Keon earlier blocked the
planned upgrade reasoning that the
proposed project was not included
in the rationalization plan created
by the provincial government that
he even went to the extent of filing

court cases to dissuade lending in-
stitutions from taking part in the
project. As a result, even if a bank
has said it would give a loan, the
city government has yet to receive
a single cent.

Yet with the election of Ma.
Imelda “Imee” R. Marcos, Fariñas
said this would be a big help in the
project.

Imee and Fariñas ran under the
same ticket during the recent elec-
tions and in her speeches she said
she would support the LCGH up-
grade as well as the construction of
a mall in the city.

“And I firmly believe that she
[Imee] will stand by her words,”
Fariñas said.

As for the mall, Fariñas said he
and the prospective investor had
just communicated on the latest
development on the plan.

Fariñas said the latest develop-
ment include the invitation of De-
partment Education engineers to
personally assess the cost of the
rehabilitation of the Laoag Central
Elementary School main building.

In another front, Fariñas said he
believes the planned improvement
of the Laoag International Airport
(LIA) would be a big boost for
Laoag’s economy. The LIA upgrade
would be done through the collec-
tive efforts of Reps.-elect Imelda R.
Marcos and Rodolfo C. Fariñas,
Governor-elect Imee Marcos and
Senator-elect Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.

BY LEILANIE G. ADRIANO
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THE PROLONGED summer heat wave is drying up farm-
lands and waterways in Ilocos Norte, causing an estimated
P10.2 million in damages to agricultural crops, a report from
the Office of the Provincial Agriculture (OPAG) said.

notice. It has been cut for a
month now, Balintec added.

Under the Energy Sales
Agreement, which should have
lasted for 25 years, any change
in the provision of the contract
entered into by both parties shall
have an at least 60-day notice.

Balintec disclosed further
that Northwind wanted to in-
crease its rate to P8.52 per kilo-
watt-hour and which has been
proposed to the Energy Regula-
tory Commission. The ERC has
yet to approve the rate adjust-
ment.

The proposed Northwind
rate is almost double the rate of
generation companies National
Power Corp. (Napocor) and San
Miguel Electric Corp. (SMEC),
Balintec explained.

INEC sources 40 percent of
its power needs from Northwind
while the remaining 60 percent
is sourced from the wholesale

Northwind cuts power supply
to INEC

electricity spot market (WESM).
The Bangui windmill farm is

a project of the Danish Interna-
tional Development Agency
(Danida) which funded the first
phase of the project with 15 units
of Vesta wind turbines that gen-
erated 24.74 megawatts. An-
other five wind turbines were
later added to the wind farm.

The wind farm also houses
a 30 M VA 13.8/69 kV substa-
tion and a 57-kilometer 69 kV
transmission line from the site to
Laoag City.

The 20 wind turbines are
connected to the Luzon grid and
Northwind started supplying
power to INEC on May 7, 2005.
At that time, Northwind was sell-
ing its generated electricity to
INEC at 7 percent lower that
rates charged by Napocor.

THE ILOCOS TIMES tried to get
Northwind’s side on the issue but
no officials or representative
was available as of press time.

Drought damages
P10.2M of crops

In an 11-page assessment
report for cereals covering the
months of February to March,
provincial agriculture officer
Norma Lagmay reported that
about 3,000 farmers have been
affected by the drought. Most of
them planted corn, rice and high
value commercial crops
(HVCCS).

For the last few months, the
El Niño task force, composed of
representatives from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, local gov-
ernment units and other con-
cerned government agencies,
recorded more than P8.3 million
damages in rice, P1.9 million for
corn and about P1.2 million in
HVCCs. The drought affected
areas, covering 2,305 hectares,
include Dingras, Bacarra, Vintar
and Pinili as well as some parts
of Laoag City.

Lagmay said the cost of dam-
ages in Ilocos Norte is consid-
ered “minimal” as compared to

other provinces. She said the
task force efforts to educate lo-
cal farmers here helped a lot
along with some mitigating mea-
sures that were implemented to
assist them. These include,
among others, the distribution of
water pumps among farmers’
associations in the province and
the distribution of drought-resis-
tant variety of agricultural crops,
including early maturing veg-
etable seeds for farmers.

Meanwhile, damage to fish-
eries is yet to be submitted by
the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources though there
have been reports from Laoag
City of a fish kill incident.

Fishery regulatory officer
Arthur Valente said the cause
of fish kill  involving the
Malaga  f ish species in
Barangay Gabu, Laoag City
recently was not related to
drought but due to “overcrowd-
ing” in fish cages.

tion will be divided into three
groups. Specifically, she appointed
outgoing Ilocos Norte Vice Gov.
Windell D. Chua to handle political
affairs, provincial treasurer
Josephine Calajate for finance and
Atty. Jojo Cadiz for legal matters.

According to Marcos, the In-
vestment and Job Centre will be
supervised jointly by Engr.
Leonardo Catapia of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) and Larry Valdez of San
Nicolas town.

Meanwhile, the Office of
Barangay Affairs will be headed by
ex-officio Sangguniang
Panlalawigan member Jessie Galano
with designated secretariat and
point persons both from Ilocos
Norte’s first and second districts.

Imee plans to create 8 new offices,
divide prov’l administration to 3

New SP member-elect, Dr.
Rogelio Balbag who is also consult-
ant of the Health Sector Develop-
ment Program of the province and
Dr. Renato Mateo in his capacity as
health officer of the Laoag City gov-
ernment will be working together on
the newly created health task force
to review and update the provincial
health rationalization plan.

Dr. Araceli Pastor, schools divi-
sion superintendent of Laoag City
was likewise appointed by Marcos
as head of education task force to
work for the implementation of a
hundred percent free education for
primary and secondary schools.
Pastor will be joined by provincial
social welfare and development of-
ficer Lilian Rin and Dr. Erlinda
Pfianco, director of SEAMEO
Innotech.

LAOAG officials along with the Laoag HIV Aids Council lead the International Candle Light Memorial through
a prayer held in front of the City Hall on May 17 right after the regular flag raising ceremony with a simple
program in support to the victims or persons living with HIV- Aids.

DANNY SABIO

NI MANCIELITO S. TACADENA

CONTRIBUTOR

VIGAN CITY—Indeklaran ni Ilocos
Sur provincial election supervisor
Atty. Marino Salas ni dati a Deputy
National Security Adviser Luis
“Chavit” Singson kas governor-
elect iti probinsia ti Ilocos Sur idi
Mayo 11 kalpasan nga itarayanna
iti 91,503 a butos ti nakabalubalna
iti kinagobernador a ni Efren
“Rambo” Rafanan. Nakabotos iti
199,215 ni Singson kontra iti 107,712
ni Rafanan.

Kinuna ni Singson a tutokan ita
ti administrasionna ti pannakaipaay
ti agduduma a kasapulan iti benneg
ti agrikultura kasla metten ti
agduduma a livelihood projects
dagiti organisasion dagiti umili.

Chavit, naideklara a gobernador ti Ilocos Sur
“Agtuloy amin a proyekto ni

Gov. DV Savellano, nayonantayo
pay. Agtultuloy met latta dagiti
dadakkel a proyekto imprastraktura”
kinuna ni Singson bayat ti press
conference nga inangayna kalpasan
a maiproklama isuna kas
gobernador.

Umuna kan met nga ikkan
importansia daytoy ti rekonsiliasion
dagiti amin a sektor kalpasan ti
eleksion tapno naan-annayas ti
panagtaray ti panangidaulona iti
probinsia iti uneg ti sumaruno a tallo
a tawen. Silyulukat kan met isuna
nga umawat iti nakabalubalna no
kayat daytoy ti tumulong.

Kabayatanna, landslide met ti
panangabak ni agdama a
Gobernador Deogracias Victor “DV”
Savellano a nakagun-od iti 232,028

a botos kontra kada Romeo Hidaldo
a nakaala laeng iti 24,272 ken Ruben
Marzan a nakabotos iti 12,638.

Naideklara met kas nailayon a
diputado iti umuna a distrito ti
probinsia  ti anak ni Chavit a ni Rep.
Ronald Singson idinto a ti anak ni
Deputy Speaker Eric Singson a ni
Eric Owen Singson Jr. ti agtugaw a
diputado iti maikadua a distrito.

Dagiti agtugaw a kameng ti
hunta probinsial: 1st District: Chris-
tian Purisima, Jeremias Singson,
Ismael Baterina, Ronie Rapanut ken
Orlino Tesoro; 2nd District

Charmian Wyaneth Zaragoza,
Robert Tudayan, Joselle Gironella,
Jose Bunoan Jr. ken Teresita
Cordero.

Agpapada dagitoy a kadua ni
Gov. Singson iti line-upna.
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BY RUBEN JEFFREY G. ASUNCION

OFW JOURNALISM CONSORTIUM

QUEZON CITY—NINE groups claiming to represent overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) in the House of Representatives
failed again in the recently held party-list elections, initial results show.

OFW groups land in middle, lower party-list rankings

Analysts say this is expected as voters were overwhelmed
by the number of groups with the apparent lack of viable
political platforms.

“(Running for the party-list elections) seems to be an
exercise in futility for these groups. This has been happen-
ing in past elections before,” Francisco Aguilar Jr. of the
Partidong Pandaigdigang Pilipino said.

The OFW Journalism Consortium spoke to Aguilar four
days after an estimated 45 million voters trooped to polling
precincts to elect groups under the party-list system aside
from other candidates for the presidential, vice-presidential,
senatorial, and local seats of government.

The groups that ran include the Alyansa ng OFW, Ahon
Pinoy, Action Brotherhood for Active Dreamers (ABROAD),
Akbay Pinoy National Organization (APOI),  Adhikaing Alay
ng Marino sa Sambayanan (ALON), KALAHI Sectoral Party
(KALAHI),   Pamilyang OFW-SME Network (OPO),  Ang
Kapisanan ng mga Seaman (AKSI) and United Filipino Sea-
farers (UFS).

Despite the fact that the migrant worker sector is one of
the groups specifically mentioned by the 1995 Party-List Law
to be given sectoral representation, no party representing
them was able to win in the past four party-list elections
(1998, 2001, 2004, and 2007).

Aquilar said in a telephone interview the results of this
year’s elections show that the migrant workers’ sector re-
mains fragmented just like before.

With many groups advocating for specific OFW issues,
the potential for having a single platform for all Filipino mi-
grant workers has missed us, Aguilar said.

This had been the problem in migrant worker representa-
tion even in past party elections, he added.

“It’s difficult to unify these groups since many of them
wanted to lead (and push for their respective agenda).”

To note, Aguilar’s group endorsed senatorial candidates
Susan Ople and Danilo Lim, and 1Ganap partylist.

The group said its founding chapter did so as they be-
lieved “both candidates are seen to be supportive of the
cause of OFWs.”

On the other hand, political science professor Jorge
Tigno of the University of the Philippines in Diliman be-
lieves voters had difficulty in choosing among the 187 sectoral
groups contending for representation because of their sheer
number.

“Nearly all of them are forgettable since they are numer-
ous, relative to the single choice that has to be made.” Tigno
said in reply to questions sent by email.

At the same time, the migrants’ group’s diversity is not
correlated with their “perceived political potential,” says
Tigno, who had written about the role of Filipino migrants in
shaping the country’s political scenery.

Results
FIGURES from the Commission on Elections (Comelec) Na-
tional Canvass Report as of May 12 show that Ahon Pinoy
got the most among the nine with 22,975 votes.

Comelec data also revealed ABROAD received 24,302

votes; Alyansa ng OFW 18,877; ALON, 8.885; APOI, 9,763;
and, KALAHI, 6,272 votes. Likewise, data showed OPO gar-
nered 7.915 votes while AKSI and and UFS received 5,500
and 1,000 votes, respectively.

The results contrasts with a March survey by the Pulse
Asia group that showed Ahon Pinoy, Alyansa ng OFW,
ABROAD, and OPO having greater chances of winning at
least one seat in the House. These groups managed to gar-
ner at most 1% of votes.

Comments from the OFW group’s nominees and
heads were unavailable as of press time.

As provided for by the 1995 Party-list Law or RA
7941, any organization can run for party list represen-
tation provided if it can represent a specific national,
regional or sector- based constituency. Twenty per-
cent of the total seats in the House will be allocated to
these groups.

The law also provides that each party provides a
list of five nominees out of which a maximum of three
representatives can sit in Congress. The number of
seats a winning party can get is based on a propor-
tional system, the formula of which had changed many
times since 1998.

In 2009, the Supreme Court ruled the validity of a
two-step process for a party to gain a sectoral seat.

The High Tribunal’s ruling said an organization
should win at least two percent of the total votes cast
to gain a seat. However, it may gain another seat if
there will be remaining seats left after the first step.

Based on Comelec estimates, a party must win
around 900,000 out of 45 million votes in order to get a
seat in the party-list representation.

Aguilar said that the limited number of slots pro-
vided for by the Party-List law has also “drove a wedge
among the members of the OFW sector.” Because party
list groups are only allotted up to three seats in Con-
gress, they are forced to compete with each other so
that each can win in the elections.

“This prevents coordination among OFW groups
(fighting for the migrant workers’ sector),” Aguilar explains.

With migrant workers having no representation again in
Congress, Aguilar believes they can only influence policy
making through lobbying. However, they should be careful
in engaging lest they “are at the mercy of those being lob-
bied.”

Platforms
THE nine organizations had been running on various
platforms and pushing for diverse programs.

Ahon Pinoy said it encourages OFWs to enter into
small business and also plans to “introduce bills that
will create jobs and other opportunities here for re-
turning OFWs and for their families and dependents in
the Philippines.”

During the campaign period, the Malabon city-
based ABROAD organization proposed a “Work
Abroad Pay Later” scheme.

The Alyansa ng OFW group primarily planned to
“formulate better and more effective plans” in the rein-
tegration of OFW. It also claims to seek strengthening
Republic Act 8042 or the Migrant Workers Act of 1995
while proposing an OFW Investment Incentives Law.
The group also conceptualized a Filipino Community
Resource Center.

For its part, APOI primarily aimed to amend several
laws, claiming to make them “more responsive to the
needs of the current situation. To push this “legisla-
tive advocacy” for migrants, APOI wanted to strategi-
cally align itself with groups engaged with the Philip-
pine government.

The Pamilyang OFW-SME (OPO) group advocates
a thrust on entrepreneurship. It pushed for providing
“information, opportunities and benefits” services to
OFW and entrepreneur families. The Mandaluyong-
City based OPO trains and subsidizes OFWs on home-
based, aquaculture and agricultural businesses. This
is aside from offering counseling services to OFWs.

AKSI proposed to institute a retirement plan, health
care and accident insurance system for seafarers.

In addition, it also planned centralizing the  pro-
cessing of documents in a one-stop shop center, and
encourage seafarer to save part of their earnings by
establishing a  “seafarers’ thrift bank and loan center.”

In terms of maritime education, AKSI also pushed
the government to provide study grants for maritime
instructors, and set up livelihood program. Formed in
1994, the UFS does not explicitly explain its platform
for the elections.

Instead, one of its members pointed out in the
website the group will monitor maritime issues. One of
these is Executive Order 566, regulating review centers
and similar institutions including those catering to
marine officer candidates, making walk-in exams for
cadets more convenient to apply for, streamlining the
cadetship system among all vessels registered at
POEA, systematizing internal promotion and regulat-
ing use of disability benefits.

UFS also pushes for the following: computeriza-
tion of TESDA’s Assessment and Certification Ratings;
the  adopt ion  of  the  In te rna t iona l  Mar i t ime
Organization’s Code of Practice for the Investigation
of Maritime Casualties; and, the disclosure of the Eu-
ropean Maritime Safety Agency’s report on the state
of Philippine maritime education.

As posted in its Facebook account, KALAHI vows
to review the RA8042, consolidate all efforts of gov-
ernment in training, certifying, deploying and reinte-
grating Filipino seafarer, pass laws “mobilizing” OFW
remittances for economic use, and “supporting all pro-
gressive legislation toward the attainment of a strong
republic.”

According to its website, ALON is also pushing
for changes in laws governing the country’s maritime
sector. It also said it wants young people to appreciate
Filipinos’ navigating skills.

Criticism
DESPITE the OFW groups’ claims they will push and
fight for OFW welfare, some analysts still think these
proposals and plans lack depth given the many issues
needing detailed and achievable responses.

Political analyst Ramon Casiple observes that the
platforms of the OFW sectoral groups are “mother-
hood” statements which groups like them normally
make during elections. He notes that some of these
organizations, such as ABROAD, take on the role of
job recruiters and not as legislators.

“The groups should be crafting laws, and not pro-
viding jobs to OFWs,” Casiple told the OFW Journal-
ism Consortium in an interview weeks before the elec-
tions.

Other critics such as the Kontra Daya consortium
had pointed out that three of the groups representing
Filipino migrant workers have ties with the Arroyo ad-
ministration. Ahon Pinoy’s first nominee is Dante
Francis Ang II, son of Dante Ang who is chairperson
of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas.

Two other nominees of Ahon, Emerito Remulla and
Pedro Cuerpo, have links with political clans, the elec-
tion monitoring group also showed.

The group also claimed the KALAHI party was
among those mentioned in a 2006 Malacanang memo-
randum eliciting support for “pro-government” parties
in time for the 2007 party list polls.

In addition, it had two former government officials
as nominees: former acting environment secretary
Eleazar Quinto and Apostol Poe Gratela, who had
served in the POEA governing board. 

The election watchdog added APOI’s first nominee
for the party-list elections is former Department of In-
terior and Local Government undersecretary and civil
defense administrator Melchor Rosales

Casiple suggests the COMELEC should have taken
a hard look at the nominees’ qualifications, since they
would be the key to a party’s ability to represent mi-
grant workers in Congress.

“The nominees should be assessed on their track
record and if they have connections with the govern-
ment,” the director of IPER added. (OFW Jour-
nalism Consortium)
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Dagitoy dagiti napilitayo a mannaniw ita a lawas. Umuna, ni Mancielito S.
Tacadena, mannurat iti Bannawag ken sumagmamano metten ti daniwna a
rimmuar iti Ilocos Times. Maikadua ni Blsng. Maria Eileen M. Raquel,
inleppasna
ti Medical
Te c h n o l -
ogy iti
Unibersidad
ti Baguio
ken taga-
Siudad ti
L a o a g .
Maikatlo ni
Guillermo I.
Concepcion,
multi-awardee iti panagsuratan ti Literatura Iloko. Agdama a Mamagbaga
ti GUMIL Ilocos Norte.

Iti Panagpakadam
Makitkitak ‘ta rupam iti agtinnag a kristal a tudo
Bayat iti panagtamdagko iti tawa ni laglagip
Maipinta dita dagiti isemmo
Iti tunggal panagbukar ti agsapa.
Wen, ta saan a kabaelan a punasen ti yaadayo
Dagiti lagip a naimarka iti amin a paset ti kudilko.
Sumsumngaw latta di impariknam a bara
Ta saan nga umdas iti pannakabasak a lamolamo
Tapno madepdep ti beggang iti barukongko.
Mangrugin nga agtubo dagiti amorseko
Iti desdes nga agrturong iti bit-ang
A mamaglunit iti naparnuay a rengngat.
Ay, nakapatpatak latta ti pakabuklam
Iti tengnga ti bumerden a kapanagan
Suknoren ti salemsem iti ipapanawmo
Ammok a saan nga agpaut iti pannakaikawa
Kalpasan iti sumagmamano a kidem
Ket aginudoakto manen iti bara
Kadagiti arakup ken agekmo.

Mancielito S. Tacadena
Namruangan, Cabugao
2732 Ilocos Sur

Kidag Ti Didigra
Maruros dagiti nagango a bulong
Agpasagda iti barukong ti daga
Ditada nga agrupsa nga agbalin a ganagan

Awan ti marikna a pul-oy iti bumarbara
A kalgaw; agkuripaspas dagiti nabiag
Nga agindeg iti barukong ti daga

Idiay adayo a daya kasla napagsuyan
A toro dagiti nabaked a kabambantayan
Awan makita nga agsaringgayad nga ulep

Makapaseggar ti ayug nga aggapu dita
Timek-asug dagiti napagso a kaykayo
Kinaranggas ti tao saem ti dung-aw ibatida.

Napanandan dagiti nadipidip a kaykayo?
Dagiti nabiag nga agigian dita awandan?
Pinatay idan ti bumarbara nga aglawlaw?

Daytoy karayan a dati a naayus
Agpaypayapay umadanin a panagkuripaspasna
Awan makaalangon iti agpakadan a biagna

Adda nakana unay a kinagura ti aglawlaw
Adda la ketdi banag a nagpauywanda
Asino pay no di dagiti buklaw a nagmaskara?

O lubong anian a panagkukurrotmo
Kayatka nga appupuen tapno ililinaka
Iti dungngo Kadagitoy mailiw a takiagko!

Iti kinaranggas panagdamsak dagiti tao
Isuda amin dagitoy ti makagapu iti parikut
A mangkidag itatanor didigra ti sangaparsuaan!

Maria Eileen M. Raquel
Manila

Pluma, Dila ti Daga
Isem ti init
Sabong ti langit….

Tugot ti pluma
Balikas ti daga…

Kambas iti barukong
Sampagat’ literatura….

Napintek a bin-i
Balitok ti puli….

Nagiling a pilosopia
Nasedsed a litania…

GUMIL-ayab a darang
Mandalat’ Kailokuan…

Agrusing Saringit
Bisibisan ti langit…

Tadem ti pluma
Mangray-ab sipnget…

Natenneb a bellang
Kasingin ni Bukaneg…
Guillermo I. Concepcion
Siudad ti Laoag

ACE York P. Guerrero, BAD Circle President and Kagawad of Barangay 6, Laoag City, spearheaded the distribution
of free rice to the indigent families in West Riverside, Laoag City.

THE Ilocos Norte Dental Association, headed by Dr. Noel Eclipse, joined the BAD Circle in their medical-dental
mission in West Riverside, Laoag City.

THE MEMBERS of
the Birth and Death
Circ le  or  BAD
Circ le  a re  very
grateful to the over-
whelming support
they received for
their latest project
– a medical-dental
mission with rice
distribution for the indigent
families in West Riverside,
Laoag City.

Through the donations
and free services of kind-
hearted individuals, hundreds
of indigents were given free
medical and dental services,
medicines and bags of rice.

According to Ace York P.
Guerrero, BAD Circle Presi-
dent and Barangay Kagawad
of Barangay 6, Laoag City,
the activity is a part of their

JOPO GUERRERO

THE BARD

OF BLAISE

Another BAD project

commitment to help their less
fortunate neighbors.

Since its inception more
than 20 years ago, the BAD
Circle has been sponsoring
projects for the poor,  the
youth and the environment.

Thei r  l a tes t  ou t reach
project  was supported by
Laoag Mayor  Michael  V.
Far inas ,  Sena tor -e lec t
Bongbong Marcos, Ilocos
Norte Governor-elect Imee
Marcos, Ilocos Norte provin-

c ia l  t reasurer
Josephine  P.
Cala ja te ,  Laoag
Councilors Sonia B.
Siazon ,  Dax
Dacuycuy and
Der ick  Lao ,  Dr.
Renato Mateo, Dr.
Joseph Adaya, Dr.
Noel Eclipse, Ilocos

Norte Dental Association,
Laoag City Health Office,
Laoag City Community Af-
fairs Office, AMA College-
Laoag Campus, Mrs. Metty
V. Guerrero of PNB Batac,
Barangay Chairman Marlon
Blanco, the Barangay Coun-
cil of Barangay 6, Laoag City
and some anonymous donors.

Guerrero promised that
the BAD Circle will continue
realizing projects  for  the
good of their fellowmen.

ILUKO

SECTION

SEVERINO V. PABLO

Dagiti daniw ita a lawas
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U.S. Embassy announces
new green, user-friendly
visa application process

IN ORDER to provide better service to customers and to
be mindful of our environment, the U.S. Embassy will, be-
ginning on May 24, 2010, ask all non-immigrant visa (NIV)
applicants to please submit their visa applications via an elec-
tronic, online form, known as the DS-160.  The new on-line
application form replaces three paper forms, so it should be
easier and faster for clients to complete their applications.

New electronic form required as
of May 24, 2010

The new form has two key
changes.  The DS-160 form is
submitted electronically, through
the internet, replacing paper
forms.  Also, the on-line form
requires applicants to upload a
digital photograph from the com-
puters they use to complete the
application.

The new form is a greener,
user-friendly application. Appli-
cants may save the data in the
form in order to complete an
application later, and saved data
may be reused for future appli-
cations.  The form reduces use
of paper, making it a greener
method to apply for a U.S. visa.

The rest of the application
process remains the same.  Af-

ter completing the on-line appli-
cation, visa applicants must
schedule an interview appoint-
ment, either on-line at https://
p h i l i p p i n e s . u s -
visaservices.com, or by calling
1-909-101-7878.  Applicants
must then pay the visa fee at an
approved fee collection point.
The final step is the appointment
at the Embassy.

If using the form for the first
time, applicants should read a
step-by-step instructional guide,
which may be found at http://
m a n i l a . u s e m b a s s y . g o v /
wwwfniv1.pdf.

For more information, visit
http://manila.usembassy.gov/
wwwh3024.html.

PHILAM Life First Vice President for Customer Relations Margaret Manlapas (left) hands the education
benefit check to policyholder Zenia Alonzo (right) during the first day of the education benefits payout at the
Philam Life Home Office on United Nations Avenue, Manila. Looking on are Alonzo’s daughter and grandson.

MANILA—Philam Life, the largest
insurer in the country, releases edu-
cation benefits to over 35,000 Fili-
pino student beneficiaries this
month for the first semester of the
school year 2010-2011.

To kick off the education
payouts, Philam Life held a special
Scholars’ Day at its Home Office on
United Nations Avenue, Manila.
Customers were invited to enjoy
discounts at a school book fair, and
receive free financial health check
by Philam Life’s financial consult-
ants. They also had the opportu-
nity to bring home free souvenir
photos in special “graduation”
photo sessions. Local celebrations
were hosted simultaneously in
Philam Life’s key provincial offices,
including Cebu, Pampanga, and
Ilocos Sur.

Philam Life continues to be a

BY BABY JANET CRUZ & IRYN Q. DE LOS REYES

DSWD

FIFTY-EIGHT persons with disabili-
ties (PWDs) were successfully
equipped with skills on dressmak-
ing, tailoring, massage-reflexology,
sari-sari store and canteen manage-
ment and cosmetology after one (1)
year of training at the Area-1 Voca-
tional Rehabilitation Center (AVRC-
1) at Tondaligan, Bonuan Guesset,
Dagupan City.

The completion of their short
courses was confirmed by Dir.
Leonardo C. Reynoso who graced

Philam Life releases education
benefits to over 35,000 Students

strong and reliable partner of Filipi-
nos in keeping students in school
by providing funds for their elemen-
tary, high school or college ex-
penses. In just five years from 2004
to 2008, Philam Life has released
more than P2 billion in education
benefits to more than 300,000 stu-
dent beneficiaries.

Commenting on the release of
education benefits, Philam Life
President and CEO Trevor Bull said,
“Philam Life continues to fulfill its
promise to help Filipino students
build their future through education.
We stand by our commitment to our
policyholders to provide solutions
to their growing needs. Our ability
to deliver on our promises and our
continued focus on customer satis-
faction have enabled us to earn the
trust and loyalty of our customers
all these years.”

Philam Life’s new generation
education product, Brilliance, is a
good example of the company’s
commitment to its customers and is
also one of the company’s best-sell-
ing products. Offered in both peso
and dollar denominations, Brilliance
provides comprehensive value-
added benefits, including life cov-
erage, accident and health protec-
tion and contingent education fund
with dividend earning potential, to
enhance the students’ education
benefits and protection benefits.

Ex is t ing  educa t ion
policyowners can claim their
education benefits at their con-
venience during office hours at
any of Philam Life’s branch of-
fices nationwide.  For inquiries,
please contact the Philam Cus-
tomer Hotline at tel. no. 528-
2000.

58 persons with disabilities gain skills
on various trades

the 47th Graduation Exercises in
March this year.

Through the activities and
short courses in the Center, the
PWDs were able to regain their self
worth and confidence.  Because of
their new skills most of them are
gainfully employed on self or open
employment as reported by the
Placement Officer Elena
Caronongan.

During the Closing Ceremonies,
the Magic Group of Companies’
Chief Executive Officer Marc Brian
C. Lim, inspired the graduates when
he said that he  will sustain employ-

ment opportunities of the PWDs in
his company.  The Magic Group of
Companies in Dagupan City is among
the leading company in Dagupan City
which markets the skills of PWDs on
reflexology-massage and in garments
productivity.

In his message, Dir. Leonardo C.
Reynoso also shared the agency’s plan
to establish a sheltered workshop in
the Center to help those who are un-
able to find a job. Modules on the
courses offered in the Center will also
be reviewed to come up with best prac-
tices and innovations that will enrich
the training programs for the PWDs.

BY DOMINIC B. DELA CRUZ

STAFF REPORTER

AFTER FIVE years as acting city local civil registrar,
Ms Lilian Abijero is now a full-pledged local civil regis-
trar of the city.

Abijero thanked the city government, especially
Laoag Mayor Michael V. Fariñas, for giving her the trust
and confidence to head the local civil registry.

THE ILOCOS TIMES learned that before becoming a full-
pledged city civil registrar, the applicant must have five
years of experience in the field of registry as one of the
requirements and which Abijero fulfilled by staying on
as officer-in-charge for five years.

A municipal civil registrar, meanwhile, requires only
three years of experience.

In the educational attainment part, Abijero is very
much qualified as she also has the eligibility for the post.

By means of a resolution, the Laoag Sangguniang
Panlungsod also confirmed the appointment of Abijero
on a permanent status.

In her five years as OIC, Abijero said she did her
best to improve her office by means of an amended mini-
mal increase of fees on local tax code.

With her new appointment, Abijero promised to do
her best in giving the best services to the public despite
the limited space of their office as well as with the lim-
ited number of staff.

LC has new city civil
registrar
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial

“One of the ‘danger-
ous character traits’ of
a general is compla-
cency.”—Emmanuel
S. Tipon, paraphrasing
Sun Tzu in The Art of
War.

MANY IN America
can’t understand why
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino who is
from one party (Liberal) and Jejomar
Binay who is from another  (Pwersa
ng Masang Pilipino) are winning the
Philippine presidential elections. Fili-
pinos have more freedom than
Americans in electing their leaders.
Filipinos can vote separately for Presi-
dent and Vice President. Americans
cannot. They must vote for the
Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates as a team.

Why Escudero promoted
NOYBI
“NOYBI” is the acronym for
“Noynoy-Binay”. Senator Chiz
Escudero  is the godfather of
NOYBI. Noynoy is Escudero’s
compadre. (Chiz’s child is Noynoy’s
godchild). Mayor Binay is
Escudero’s good friend. Binay is the
running mate of Joseph Estrada but
he didn’t vote for Binay claiming he
couldn’t see well without glasses.
Mar Roxas is the running mate of
Noynoy.  If the partial results hold
(Binay has an 800,000 vote lead over
Roxas), the new Filipino leaders will
be NOYBI.

Noynoy reportedly asked
Escudero, a member of the Alpha
Phi Beta fraternity (to which this
writer belongs), to serve as a
counterfoil to Frank Drilon and his
Sigma Rho fraternity brods who
were close to Mar and were lording
it over the LP campaign. Escudero
used his resources to promote
NOYBI, saturating television with
NOYBI commercials, to Mar’s con-
sternation.

If Mar had sought the Alphans’
help, rather than the Sigma Rhoans,
Escudero might have promoted
NOYMAR not NOYBI. The
Roxases had closer ties with the
Alphans, since Gerardo Roxas,
Mar’s dad, was a law partner of
former SC Justice Abraham

LEGAL

MATTERS

EMMANUEL S. TIPON

What every Filipino should know
about ‘NOYBI’

Sarmiento and ex-Sen. Leonardo
Perez, Alphan stalwarts. Retired CJ
Reynato Puno is also an Alphan.

Many believe Escudero pro-
moted NOYBI because a VP
Roxas would be a formidable rival
for the presidency in 2016.

Bad blood?
THERE reportedly was bad blood
between Kris Aquino and Korina
Sanchez, Roxas’ wife. Before
Noynoy was a candidate, Kris was
heard making peace overtures to
Korina about some misunderstand-
ing.

According to Emil Jurado, the
‘Stygian sisters’ (like in the movie
“Clash of the Titans”) were not com-
fortable with Mar being a vice presi-
dent because they felt Noynoy
would be overshadowed by Mar, and
were uncomfortable with the mon-
eyed Aranetas (Mar’s maternal fam-
ily) who later stopped the funding.
When Escudero announced
NOYBI, the ‘Stygian sisters’ went
all-out for Binay, junking Mar. Binay
was acceptable because he was a
Coryista. Cory appointed Binay of-
ficer-in-charge of Makati from
whence he rose to power.  Roxas
did not really become “yellow”. He
always wore a blue T-shirt which
stuck out in a yellow sea. There was
also some fear among the yellows
that Roxas would be a dangerous
vice president because he had presi-
dential ambitions.

Binat VAT si ROxas
PEOPLE didn’t like Roxas for co-
sponsoring the burdensome 12%
value added tax (VAT). Roxas was
seen on television clapping as Presi-
dent Arroyo signed VAT. Roxas was
dubbed an Arroyo clapper.

Complacency

POLLS showing Roxas
ahead by as much as
30% over Loren Legarda
plus the support of the
Iglesia Ni Cristo and the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ,
made the Roxas group
complacent.

Everybody loves a
lover
THE expose that Binay had a mis-
tress backfired. Everybody loves a
lover. Legarda’s supporters who
believed their candidate could not win
switched to Binay. In Binay, a com-
moner from Cagayan who speaks
Ilocano, they saw someone who
could understand their needs and
solve their problems. Binay’s battle
cry was: We will do for the Philip-
pines what we are doing for Makati.
I met Binay years ago at Sen.
Pimentel’s birthday party. He is a
humble man with whom the poor
can easily relate. Roxas belongs to
the elite. Binay worked hard. When
NOYBI caught fire, Binay worked
harder. He denied a masked
whistleblower’s claim that he paid
1.4 billion to rig the elections for him
and Noynoy.

(Atty. Tipon has a Master of Laws
degree from Yale Law School and
a Bachelor of Laws degree from
the University of the Philippines.
He is based in Hawaii, specializ-
ing in immigration law and
criminal defense. Tel. (808) 225-
2645. E-Mail:
filamlaw@yahoo.com. Website:
www.ImmigrationServicesUSA.com.
He is from Laoag City and
Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served
as an Immigration Officer. He is
co-author of “Immigration Law
Service, 1st ed.” an 8-volume
practice guide for immigration
officers and lawyers. Listen to the
most interesting and humorous
Hawaii radio program on KNDI
AM 1270 every Tuesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday at 7:00 AM. Hear
Atty. Tipon on the internet at
www.iluko.com. Click on Mr.
Parbangon. This article is a gen-
eral overview of the subject mat-
ter discussed and is not intended
as legal advice. No warranty is
made by the writer or publisher
as to its completeness or correct-
ness at the time of publication.)

(The following is an article written by Juan L. Mercado—Ed)

WHEN WE last looked, the country had 42,008 barangays. National
attention, however, focused on Barangay Central in Tarlac City.

That’s where President-to-be Benigno Aquino III votes.  “Come
June 30, I may swear in Aquino as the 15th President of the Philip-
pines,” barangay captain Edgardo Aguas thought

“I couldn’t agree more,” wrote Inquirer Columnist Michael Tan.
“The barangay is, after all, our basic political unit, with a history that

goes back to the pre-colonial period. Anthro-
pologist Tan reviewed where barangay captains
come from.

Cabezas de barangay evolved into
gobernadorcillos, during the Spanish colonial regime, O.D. Corpuz
shows in his two-volume work: “The Roots of the Filipino Nation,”
(UP Press). By 1768, secret ballot and literacy requirements were
introduced. And In 1907, national elections were held. Emmanuel
Pelaez crafted, in 1950, the “Barrio Charter”

“Our elections continue to be elitist,” Tan adds. “But we move
from one election to another fairly smoothly (even if noisily)… from
the barangay level up”—until President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s
midnight appointments spree.

She ladled jobs to her manicurist and gardener, among others.
And a quarter before midnight, she named Renato Corona as Su-
preme Court chief justice.

A departing President is a caretaker. Both the Constitution and
practice confirmed that function for over half a century. Justice
Manuel Moran waved away reappointment to the Supreme Court. Let
the incoming president do that, Moran demurred with exquisite
delicadeza.

Ms Arroyo does not have nodding acquaintance with delicadeza.
She appointed Corona. Should I take my oath instead before a barangay
captain? Benigno Aquino wondered aloud.

Corona could have declined, said ex-president Fidel Ramos, who
first proposed him to the Court.  Sure, add a score of constitutional
experts from Ateneo’s Joaquin Bernas, former Ombudsman Simeon
Marcelo, ex-senator Rene Saguisag to former Chief Justice Artemio
Panganiban.

Arroyo justices instead obliged her with a “Cinderella excep-
tion.” The constitutional ban on midnight appointments, during the
election period, didn’t not cover the judiciary, they said. Today, Co-
rona mounts a “media blitz” to justify the unjustifiable.

Corona “should not have gone on air,” say critics led by UP Pro-
fessor Theodore Te. The Supreme Court speaks through decisions,
not press-cons. He could have said: “No, thank you. That would have
prevented a controversy he is now bogged in.”

Aquino III may have to RSVP Barangay Captain Edgardo Aguas.
He’ll probably hew to the oath-taking pattern set by Corazon Aquino,
says former senator Victor Ziga.

Benigno’s mother ignored then chief justice Ramon Aquino of
the subservient Marcos Supreme Court.  Instead, Corazon took her
oath before the senior justice Claudio Teehankee.

Would Noynoy stare beyond Corona? Would he also pick the
most senior justice? But that’d be Antonio Carpio. He’d have been
chief justice, if not for the “Cinderella exemption”.

Symbols teach without words. Thus, the oath-taking debate is
important. “The gentleman understands righteousness,’ Confucius
said. “But the petty man understands self interest.”

The controversy also thrust forth the usually-forgotten barangay.
Perhaps, the most perceptive insights come from Manuel Valdehueza.
A former UNESCO regional director, Valdehueza heads the Gising
Barangay Movement.

It is at the barangay where government interacts most with people,
he says. Accountability can be tangible here. But the world is schizo-
phrenic at barangay level.

Upscale subdivisions, within barangays have homeowners’ asso

Extra barongs

Turn to page 8
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ATTILA the Hun torched much of Eastern Europe between 434 to 451 AD.
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo exits from Malacañang with a scorch
earth policy that gutted institutions from the Ombudsman to the Civil
Service Commission.

The outgoing regime will lob every obstacle against the incoming
administration, Inquirer’s Manolo Quezon and friends write in their paper
on looking beyond the 2010 elections. Attila tactics would ensure Benigno
Aquino “wins a palace that has no value other than the title home of
“President of the Philippines.”

That forecast unreels in Ms Arroyo’s midnight appointments from
gardener to manicurist. How many jobs did she sign away? No one knows
so far. President Carlos Garcia fobbed off 350 nominees. Her father Diosdado
Macapagal tripled that to 1,717.

But hackles bristled when she anointed Justice Renato Corona to
succeed Supreme Court chief justice Reynato Puno. “It takes two to tango.”
Don’t disco, counsel a score of voices.

Consider former Chief Justice Manuel Moran’s delicadeza, Inquirer’s
Solita Monsod suggested. After serving as ambassador, Moran waved
away a mid-
night re-ap-
pointment.
Leave that to
the incom-
ing Presi-
dent, he de-
murred.

“ M y
soul, be sat-
isfied with
flowers/ With fruits, with weeds even; but gather them/ In the one garden
you can call your own,” Cyrano de Bergerac wrote.

“Do a Moran,” former President   Fidel Ramos told his protégé. Ramos
was the first to endorse Corona for the Court.  Decline, if only to save the
Court, suggested the Philippine Bar Association and the Supreme Courts
Appointments Watch.

The Court reels from questions of integrity and serial reversals of
“final decisions.” Justice Lucas Bersamin wrote the ponencia that enter-
tained a “third motion for reconsideration” to favor 16 towns seeking to
become cities via the backdoor.

“This is unheard of in Court annals,” notes the book: “Beyond A
Shadow of Doubt”. Justices Roberto Concepcion, JBL Reyes or Cecilia
Muñoz Palma would   have retched at such aberrations.

Moran’s self-denial was institutionalized into the rule that an outgo-
ing president is a caretaker, not a plunderer. The 1987 Constitution explic-
itly barred midnight appointments. No exceptions.

“Our Constitution was not written in the sands to be washed away by
each new wave of judges blown in by each successive political wave,”
Justice Hugo Black wrote in 1970.

Crammed with Arroyo appointees, the Court instead handcuffed in-
coming President Benigno Aquino. In a 9-3-1 vote, the tribunal exempted
a chief justice from the ban. The Constitution’s no exception rule is not
what it really means, insisted Justice Lucas Bersamin’s cloying ponencia.

Justifications offered “were anchored on trivialities of draftsmanship,”
snapped Justice Conchita Carpio Morales. “They have the weight of he-
lium.” That’s a prohibited amendment of the constitution by judicial tink-
ering, observed Ateneo’s Joaquin Bernas Justices Antonio Carpio and
Morales yanked back their applications from the Judicial Bar Council.

Bernas and ex-Senator Rene Saguisag earlier declined appointment to
the Supreme Court. Such refusals are rare. “To be honest, as this world
goes. Is to be one man picked out of ten thousand,” Hamlet mused.

Like most lawyers, Corona itched to don the chief justice’s robes. So,
did he exclude himself from Hamlet’s ten thousand count? Other midnight
appointees clung kapit-tuko to their sinecures. “Delicadeza has been
long weakened,” Saguisag wrote. “(But we) seem to have completely lost
(this virtue) in the last decade.”

Bernas and Saguisag earlier noted that Corona, like Justice Moran,
could refuse to tango. “Rene should decline, out of delicadeza, and Noynoy
may reappoint him,” Saguisag wrote. “Or Noynoy may name (Conchita)
Chit Carpio-Morales as the first woman chief justice. She is due, to retire
after a year.

Did Justice Corona blush on hearing counsel from his main backer as
well as those who also have deepest values of the Court at heart? “Shame
may restrain what law does not prohibit”, the Stoic Roman philosopher
Seneca wrote.

But history shows Attila and cronies often collude. Wala ng bingi
dito sa mundo Gaya ng ayaw makinig, the old proverb says. “None so
deaf as those who refuse to hear.”

Aquino meanwhile said he’d take his oath of office before a barangay
captain. “I still don’t have a formal barong,” wailed village chief Edgardo
Aguas of Tarlac.

Who hit history’s replay button? Corazon Aquino spurned the
dictatorship’s Supreme Court. She fired the Marcos justices. She took her
oath of office before the junior but independent Justice Claudio Teehankee.

The Corona appointment is Arroyo’s declaration of war “against
Aquino, Senator Aquilino Pimentel commented.  Rep. Mikey Arroyo opened
a second front saying: His mother would seek to become Speaker of the
House—and beyond. Attila will ride again!

Richard Rich betrayed his mentor Thomas More, history tells us. As a
reward, Henry VIII, named Rich to rule Wales. Before More’s execution,
Thomas saw Rich’s medallion and wondered: “Why, Richard, it profits a
man nothing to give his soul for the whole world... But for Wales?”

Today’s rampaging Attilas can bestow, like Wales, a chief justice’s
upholstered bench.  But the decision to be a Thomas More or play ball
with Attila rests with Justice Corona. No one else.
Email: juanlmercado@gmail.com

PRESIDENT AQUINO
MUST TRY TO BUILD
A CONSENSUS FOR
HIS ADMINISTRA-
TION FIRST: The head-
lines are worrisome, to
say the least, for incom-
ing President Benigno
Aquino III, and, I beg
his kind indulgence for
once again giving an
unsolicited advice to him but, quite
clearly, he must at this point try to
start his presidency by building a
consensus of supporters first.

What I mean is that, instead of
hitting the ground with his guns
blazing a-la Western-style cowboy
heroes, rubbing the Supreme Court
and its magistrates the wrong way
and alienating incoming lawmakers
with off-the-cuff charges of wrong-
doing against them or their leaders,
Mr. Aquino must exert an effort to
win over as many supporters as
possible so he can bring healing to
a troubled nation.

As it is, even if he has not as-
sumed office yet, it would appear
that he has already opened up the
possibility of a Constitutional cri-
sis by refusing to recognize an ap-
pointee whose process of appoint-
ment the entire court already upheld,
and undermining his legislative
agenda by creating a gap between
him and lawmakers who do not be-
long to his party.

Yes, President Aquino got the
biggest margin ever from Filipino
voters, but what good would that
be if he cannot, like the examples of
previous presidents have shown,
govern with efficacy because he is
at war with the legislature and with
the judiciary?

***

THE prestigious Pontifi-
cal Academy of the So-
cial Sciences has just con-
cluded its latest plenary
session with some very
interesting findings and
observations.  As you
may already know, it’s
the Vatican body that
gathers experts in the dif-
ferent fields of social sci-
ence to monitor social de-
velopments worldwide as they im-
pact on religion.

This is an angle that should never
be neglected, because in their ultimate
dimensions all our human affairs, our
business and politics, etc., have their
beginning and end in God. We should
not get stuck with the purely techni-
cal and professional aspects, though
they, of course, are also indispens-
able.

We need to remind ourselves of-
ten of this point and to develop a
growing literacy and competence in
living this crucial aspect of our life.
We need to help one another here,
not getting stumped and in fact going
beyond the unavoidable differences
and conflicts we will have in our tem-
poral affairs.

These differences and conflicts
can actually be a source of good for
all of us, since they can give us a more
complete picture of our human af-
fairs, given our different situations
and positions in life. They force us
to expand our vision in life.

They should not be considered
in their purely negative or destruc-
tive character, since they can occa-
sion greater dialogue, deeper concern
and understanding among ourselves.
They certainly can enrich our appre-
ciation of persons and things in gen-
eral.

To a certain extent, we have to
welcome and even foster this variety
of views and opinions to be able to
capture a more complete understand-

IN-DEPTH

JUAN L. MERCADO

Attila rides again

KAKAMPI MO

ANG BATAS

ATTY. BATAS MAURICIO

President Noynoy must build
consensus first

CALAMITIES AND TRAGEDIES
WORLDWIDE TO BRING MAN’S
DESTRUCTION:  I reiterate my call,
with more urgency this time, for Fili-
pinos and the rest of humanity to
find their way back to God as fast
as they can, for the curses of God
promised in the Bible seem to be
working overtime to bring peril and
destruction to all mankind nowa-
days.

The volcanic ash from Iceland,
the ever-increasing temperature all
around us, the devastation wrought
about by climate change to almost
every nook and crany of the whole
world, the poverty and difficult life
many people are suffering—all
these and more are God’s curses
which have become more ferocious
as the days go by, and, as
Deuteronomy 28:15-68 of the Bible
says, will not stop until we are de-
stroyed.

How do we go back to God, in
the manner that will be pleasing and
acceptable to Him, so that He would
condescend to heal our lands of
these curses? If we read just three
Biblical passages—Deuteronomy
28:15, 2 Chronicles 7:14 and Mat-
thew 7:14-25—the answer would be
very clear and surprisingly simple.

The only way, these passages
say, is this: we must begin by lis-
tening to (or, reading and knowing

and understanding)
God’s Word once again,
then following whatever
we read, and using them
as the basis of our
thoughts, words and ac-
tion. Other than these,
there is no salvation from
destruction for all of us.

***
FILIPINOS SHOULD

PRAY HARDER FOR THE COUN-
TRY: Did you notice how retired Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Reynato
Puno and the court’s Clerk of Court
and spokesman, Justice Midas
Marquez, pressed on with the point
that President Aquino does not have
any other option but to recognize
Chief Justice Renato Corona?

And did you notice how the
Philippine Bar Association, through
its president, former Ombudsman
Sonny Marcelo, has been very in-
sistent that Corona should not ac-
cept his appointment as chief jus-
tice and instead allow the incoming
chief executive to make the appoint-
ment?

The battle lines are clear and
crisp, and my only prayer in all these
is that all of these are motivated by
a pure desire to serve God and the
people. I mean, if there are other
motivations, then God’s wrath will
surely be upon us all the more, be-
cause by then, they are being es-
poused not to glorify God and to
serve His people, and may God have
mercy on all of us.

Now, more than ever, the Fili-
pino people should pray for all of
those engaged in this contro-
versy—for any miscalculation and
misjudgment on this issue will only
bring graver peril to our already-
long suffering populace.

ANALYSIS

FR. ROY CIMAGALA

The error of training professionals not persons

ing of things. We in fact should be
wary when these differences are miss-
ing, because it can mean we are fall-
ing into a cliquish or elitist mental-
ity, narrow-minded and often divi-
sive.

We have to understand that the
ideal of human unity, peace and har-
mony among ourselves should never
be taken to mean uniformity. As the
motto of the American seal would
have it, “E pluribus unum,” we need
to dynamically craft a unity out of
many and even conflicting elements.
It’s actually a very exciting affair.

Back to the findings of the Pon-
tifical Academy of the Social Sci-
ences, I was struck by one of the ob-
servations mentioned by its official
rapporteur. After a sweeping analy-
sis of world social situation, he
thought that maybe the incumbent
educational system we have is miss-
ing out on one crucial aspect of learn-
ing. He said we seem to be training
professionals but fail to train per-
sons.

I think the distinction, more of a
nuance than of substance, is worth
looking into.

There certainly is no problem
with training people to be profession-
als, endowed with as much informa-
tion and techniques as possible.
That’s always welcome. The prob-
lem arises when such training under-
mines our personhood.

Simply said, we may be good in
knowledge and in technologies, but

we flunk as persons since
we fail to love one another
properly, let alone, to
love God. We can possess
a lot of money, power and
fame, but justice, solidar-
ity and charity seem to be
slipping away. This is
when we can be good pro-
fessionally, but bad as
persons.

The crises we are see-
ing now in sharp relief, as played out
in the world stage like in the US and
Europe, particularly Greece, Portu-
gal, Ireland and Spain, expose this se-
rious if not potentially fatal flaw of a
people who are professionally rich
but personally poor.

This, of course, is not a very
pleasant thing to say, but problems
are usually not pleasant, and we al-
ways have the penchant to deny their
existence, at least in the beginning.
We sometimes need painful and ex-
plosive disasters to wake us up to
reality.

I believe that the problems be-
setting these countries and the world
in general today are in such dimen-
sions and proportions that can’t be
helped by the usual palliatives that
may have worked before and for a
span of time. They are pointing to a
more serious cause that requires a
more radical and comprehensive so-
lution.

In the end it is always us who
cause the problems and can also come
up with the solution. We need to look
more into what is wrong with us than
with the world around us. What is
wrong with the economy, the politi-
cal systems, etc., is a mere reflection
of what is wrong with us.

The solution is to understand
that we are not mere political or eco-
nomic animals, but persons, created
in the image and likeness of God, the
inalienable truth we should not play
around with.



the city also include the Sama-Summer Together with
MVF, which caters to free academic and sports lessons
to hundreds of students and pupils.

With this development, Vicente said the city DepEd
is now currently preparing for the national level compe-
tition wherein Laoag will represent Region I.

Meanwhile, Pastor thanked Fariñas for his contin-
ued support.

From page 10
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ties that would be used and the school’s teachers and
principal will also help in the teaching aspect.

Based on an agreement, the city government and the Par-
ents, Teachers and Community Association (PTCA) would
be in charge of teachers’ salaries as their counterpart for the
project.

With this development, Pastor said the Balatong school
will now be known as Balatong Integrated School.

Meanwhile, the planned integrated school for the city’s
eastern part is still under wraps as the city government is still
looking for lots to put up the said school.

The integrated schools are among the projects of Laoag
Mayor Michael V. Fariñas to cater to secondary students in
the city’s southern and eastern parts as it was observed that
elementary graduates from the said areas still go to other
municipalities to attend secondary school.

Integrated school...
From page 10

I AM WRITING this column, dear karikna, minutes
before I take a midnight trip to Baguio.  I will pay my
last respects to Aunt Soledad, 88, who passed away
recently.  She was a most pious lady who made vest-
ments for priests, free.

But this column is not about death, but life, and I am
not referring here to Eternal Life sort-of-stuff, just my
simple and happy life in this paradise they call Ilocos.

This is the first time in two years that I am leaving
Ilocandia, and two years, dear karikna, is a long time.
No one in my social circle has not gone to Manila for
that long a time.

And I am not complaining, eh.  I am having the time
of my life here.  The place is enchanting and the people
are kindhearted.  Above all, I am close to family, and
am now able to attend gatherings, big and small, which
I missed when I studied and worked in Manila for over
a decade.  The joys of everyday life are sweet when
you are close to home.

It’s a bonus, of course, that I am able to do the two
things I love doing, and get paid for them.  Teach and
write.  I am glad to have students who are as brilliant,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF

ILOCOS NORTE
FIRST JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 12, LAOAG CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
CORRECTION OF ENTRY IN
THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE OF
DELIA ULAT MORE SPECIFI-

CALLY ON HER NAME FROM
BELLA ULAT TO DELIA ULAT;

ON HER DATE OF BIRTH FROM
MAY 15, 1956 TO MAY 18,

1956; AND ON HER MOTHER’S
NAME FROM PELAPIA
AGULAY TO PELAGIA

AGULAY,

DELIA U. LOPEZ nee ULAT,
Petitioner,
-versus-

THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR
OF BANNA, ILOCOS NORTE
AND THE CIVIL REGISTRAR

GENERAL,
Respondents.

SPEC. PROC. NO. 14915-12
for

CORRECTION OF ENTRY
x——————x

ORDER
This is a verified petition filed

with this court for the correc-
tion of entry in the Birth Certifi-
cate of Delia Ulat more specifi-
cally on her name from  Bella
Ulat to Delia Ulat; on her date of
birth from May 15, 1956 to May
18, 1956; and on her mother’s
name from Pelapia Agulay to
Pelagia Agulay in the office of
the Local Civil Registrar of
Banna, Ilocos Norte and the Civil
Registrar General, National Sta-
tistics Office, Manila filed by
herein petitioner Delia U. Lopez
nee Ulat.

Finding the petition to be suf-
ficient in form and substance,
notice is hereby given that this
petition is set for hearing on June
14, 2010 at 8:30 o’clock in the
morning before the Regional Trial
Court, Branch 12, Laoag City at
which time, date and place, any
interested person who is ad-
versely affected may appear
and show cause why said peti-
tion should not be granted.

Let this Order be published

RIKNAKEM

HERDY LA. YUMUL

NOTICES
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Oh what a beauty

even better, than the ones I had in Manila, but only more
gentle-mannered and more determined.   I am joyful to
know that there are really people who read what I write.
They send me emails or leave comments on my blog, or
send kind words through common friends.  I have inti-
mated before that writing is potentially a very lonely
job, but the deep well of loneliness is occasionally illu-
minated by the sparks of your generous feedback.

If there’s anything that I miss in Manila though, it’s
my friends who I cherish so dearly.  I am lucky that we
continue to be close, but my heart yearns to be with
them more.  If it is any solace, I have made very good
friends here, too.

Anyway, I am excited about the trip.  It will be a
great opportunity to reconnect with my paternal rela-
tives.  The Yumuls are originally from Kapampangan,
but my father’s family, all of them merchants, moved
here in the 1960s for green pastures.  My dad Agapito
married, and was very lucky he did, a beautiful lady
named Lourdes from the tightly-knit Labayog clan.

But very few Yumuls have remained in Ilocos, most
have either migrated abroad or are now based in Ma-
nila.  The Yumuls, Kapampangan as they are, have a
different set of values compared to the Labayogs which
I so adore.

But that is another column for another day.
***

I would like to share with you, dear karikna, two blogs
that you might want to visit.  They bespeak, in ways
better than I can articulate, the beauty that is Ilocos.

Treasures of Ilocandia and the world
(ilocandiatreasures.com)—Edwin Antonio is arguably
the most diligent of all bloggers in this part of the world. 
I often wonder how he finds time to do what he does.  I
think he has been to more places, and has covered more
festivals than I ever could in my human existence.

The blog features Iloko culture, Philippines traditions,
places, festivals and other celebrations of life in the
country and the rest of the world.

Blauearth’s blog (blauearth.wordpress.com)—Just
visit and find something that will interest you, maybe
make you saliviate.

The blogger describes herself thus, “I’m a native of
Ilocos Norte, Philippines. I love everything about my
hometown (quirks included). We have idyllic places,
pristine beaches that can rival Bora Bora or Harbour
Bay, untouched forests that host a high amount of
biodiversity, vast sand dunes that were locations for
scenes in movies such as Tom Cruise’s Born on the
Fourth of July and Mel Gibson’s Mad Max, elegant struc-
tures that speak of a rich cultural past, a forward-look-
ing capital city (Laoag), yet our way of life has remained
laid-back. It gets too hot here in the summer, but I really
don’t mind. I wouldn’t exchange it for any other place.

“Trekking, discovering more about my hometown,
taking photographs, writing, attending ecotourism de-
velopment workshops, joining environment-related en-
deavors take most of my time—my way of giving back.
I want my grandchildren to love and enjoy living in Ilocos
Norte the way I do.”

Amen.
www.riknakem.wordpress.com

once a week for three (3) con-
secutive weeks in any news-
paper of general circulation in
the Philippines at the expense
of the petitioner, the last date of
publication being at least one (1)
week prior to the date of the
scheduled hearing.

Let copies of this Order and
the petition be furnished the Lo-
cal Civil Registrar of Piddig,
Ilocos Norte, the Provincial Pros-
ecutor of Laoag City, the Civil
Registrar General, National Sta-
tistics Office, Manila and the
Solicitor General, Manila, and all
other persons who have or claim
to have any interest that would
be affected thereby.

SO ORDERED.
Done in the City of Laoag, this

11th day of May, 2010.

(SGD) CHARLES A. AGUILAR
Judge

May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
________________________________

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that
the intestate estate of the late
SPS. PEDRO BENSAN and MARIA
BENSAN consisting of a parcel
of land designated as Lot No.
26483 of CAD 398 Batac Cad.

RA Form No. 10.1 (LCRO)
Republic of the Philippines
Local Civil Registry Office
Province of Ilocos Norte

Municipality of Pagudpud

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION

In compliance with Section 5 of R.A. No. 9048, a notice is
hereby served to the public that MARISA CUMLAT VALDEZ
has filed with this Office a petition for change of first name
from FLORDELIZ to MARISA in the birth certificate of
FLORDELIZ UBASA CUMLAT who was born on January 20,
1963 at Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte and whose parents are
Marino Cumlat and Saturnina Ubasa.

Any person adversely affected by said petition may file
his written opposition with this Office not later than May 31,
2010.

(SGD) MAURO G. MALDA
Municipal Civil Registrar

May 17-23, 24-30, 2010*IT
______________________________________________

DEED OF ADJUDICATION
Notice is hereby given that

the intestate estate of the de-
ceased LIMBANIA TAMAYO
consisting of forty one (41) par-
cels of land designated as Lot
Nos. 17954, 4302, 20414, 20412,
20142, 20254, 30348, 34249,
31034, 29467, 30975, 31036,
30930, 31050, 30350, 30934,
18363, 31079, 29504, 23644,
23625, 23616, 23562, 23635,
32793, 35662, 32724, 35664,
33992, 32728, 17902, 17904,
17881, 30990, 20036, 31453,
18383, 34255, 18388 and 22384
under TD Nos. 001235, 003197,
003179, 003180, 003181,
003182, 004846, 004848,
004849, 004850, 004851,
004852, 004854, 004855,
004856, 004857, 004858,
004859, 006835, 006836,
006837, 006868, 006839,
006840, 007554, 007556,
007558, 007650, 007651,
007652, 010935, 011166,
011170, 125546, 027249,
037644, 037645, 037646,
037647, 037648 and 00957 con-
taining an area of 1792 sq. m.,
931 sq. m., 668 sq. m., 481 sq.
m., 1700 sq. m., 589 sq. m., 468

sq. m., 363 sq. m., 661 sq. m.,
1006 sq. m., 735 sq. m., 301 sq.
m., 456 sq. m., 688 sq. m., 1175
sq. m., 4843 sq. m., 489 sq. m.,
526 sq. m., 140 sq. m., 803 sq.
m., 593 sq. m., 395 sq. m., 761
sq. m., 365 sq. m., 840 sq. m.,
473 sq. m., 1176 sq. m., 607 sq.
m., 527 sq. m., 1335 sq. m., 2105
sq. m., 3930 sq. m., 1510 sq. m.,
1082 sq. m., 322 sq. m., 26685
sq. m., 1054 sq. m., 614 sq. m.,
457 sq. m., 507 sq. m., and 2460
sq. m. situated at Brgys. 57, 43 ,
61, 55, 54, 23, 56, 59, 16, all of
Laoag City and San Pedro
Bagbag, Solsona, Ilocos Norte
have been adjudicated by her
heirs ratified and acknowledged
before Notary Public Jason
Bader Ll. Perera as per Doc. No.
8; Page No. 2; Bk. No. 19; S. of
2010.
May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
________________________________

covered by T-17058 containing
an area of 2154 sq. m. situated
at Brgy. 18 Magnuang, Batac City
has been adjudicated by their
heirs extra-judicially ratified and
acknowledged before Notary
Public Melvyn T. Guillermo as per
Doc. No. 1147; Page No. 278; Bk.
No. XIX; S. of 2010.
May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
________________________________

DEED OF ADJUDICATION WITH
SALE

Notice is hereby given that
the intestate estate of the de-
ceased DOMINGO B. FAVILA
consisting of a parcel of land
designated as Lot No. 25756-A,
Cad. 398 covered by Katibayan
ng Orihinal na Titulo Blg. P-1820
containing an area of 6,070 sq.
m. situated at Brgy. 19
Magnuang, Batac, Ilocos Norte
has been adjudicated by his heir
and simultaneously sold to Sps.
Rollando Portugal and Suerte
Bondoc ratified and acknowl-
edged before Notary Public Da
Vinci M. Crisostomo as per Doc.
No. 484; Page No. 98; Bk. No.
CLXXII; S. of 2010.
May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
________________________________

ciations. They fund services like garbage collection and
maintain infrastructure. They enforce usually higher and
stricter standards and regulations. “These are the rules of
a civilized community.”

No standards seem to exist in the barangay proper. You
want a sidewalk for a repair shop? Help yourself!  Need to
extend your wall? Go ahead! Go around half-naked or drunk?
No problem. Lack toilet or water?  It’s OK.

This is a fracture in our society. The elite carry on as if
they had no responsibility beyond their compound. Those
outside the gate are left to the mercies of traditional politi-
cos. “They simply carry on in their parallel, mutually exclu-
sive worlds. It is here where reforms are most needed, where
political education needs to be undertaken.

In Bacolod City, a  yellow volunteer group  earlier
launched a  project  to get a barong Tagalog to  Aguas,
reports  Carla  Gomez of   Visayan  Daily Star.  Aguas need
not rent a barong Tagalog, Delia Locsin of the “Negrenses 4
Noy Mar” wrote.

“Aquino’s swearing in before the head of the basic po-
litical unit...symbolizes his being the people’s president,”
Ms Locsin said. N4NM raised funds to pay for the barong
Tagalog of the barangay captain if he gets to swear Aquino
in, Alex Ozoa of N4NM said.

“Within an hour of announcing ‘Project Barong Taga-
log; by mobile phone, volunteers responded. Text messages
pledged cash donations. Some asked for immediate pickup,
Ozoa said. One N4NM offered to donate barong cloth from
her home collection. Another offered to donate the interest
from their time deposit.

Now Edgardo Aguas has a problem. What does he do with
extra barongs in a fractured society?

Extra barongs
From page 6
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL REGION

Branch 19
Bangui, Ilocos Norte

IN RE: PETITION FOR APPOINT-
MENT AS NOTARY PUBLIC,

ATTY. REX. VINCENT C.
RIVERAL,
Petitioner.

CASE NO. 01-10
x—————————x

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a
summary hearing on the petition
for notarial commission of ATTY.
REX. VINCENT C. RIVERAL shall
be held on the 27th day of May
2010 at 8:30 o’clock in the morn-
ing. Any person who has any
cause of reasons to object to
the grant of the petition may file
a verified written opposition
thereto received by the under-
signed before the date of the
summary hearing.

Let a copy of this notice be
published once in a newspaper
of general circulation in the prov-
ince of Ilocos Norte.

Given in Chambers, this 26th

day of April 2010 at Bangui,
Ilocos Norte.

(SGD) ROSEMARIE V.
RAMOS
Judge

May 17-23, 2010*IT
__________________________

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

First Judicial Region
BRANCH 65, LAOAG CITY

IN RE: PETITION FOR THE
CORRECTION OF ENTRIES IN
THE BIRTH CERTIFICATES OF

ROMELITO R. LABUTONG AND
MARJORIE BAYUDAN

LABUTONG IN THE DATE AND
PLACE OF MARRIAGE OF

PARENTS FROM -JANUARY
26, 1989 – SAN NICOLAS,
ILOCOS NORTE TO “NOT

MARRIED”

SPOUSES CARMELITO C.
LABUTONG and MARTINA

BAYUDAN LABUTONG,
Petitioners,
-versus-

THE CIVIL REGISTRAR, SAN
NICOLAS, ILOCOS NORTE,
AND THE CIVIL REGISTRAR

GENERAL, NATIONAL CENSUS
AND STATISTICS OFFICE,
MANILA, AND ALL INTER-

ESTED PERSONS
Respondents.

Spl. Proc. No. 14797-65
x———————x

ORDER

This is a verified “Amended”
Petition for the Correction of En-
tries in the Birth Certificates of
Romelito B. Labutong and
Marjorie Bayudan Labutong,
particularly in the “DATE AND
PLACE OF MARRIAGE OF PAR-
ENTS” column from “January 26,
1989 – San Nicolas, Ilocos Norte”
to “NOT MARRIED”,  filed by the
Petitioners thru counsel.

The petition appearing to be
in order, the Court hereby sets
the hearing of the petition on
June 9, 2010, at 9:00 o’clock in
the morning, at the Regional Trial
Court, Branch 65, Marcos Hall
of Justice, Laoag City, at which
date, time and place, any inter-
ested person adversely af-
fected may appear and show
cause why the petition should
not be granted.

Let a copy of this Order be
published once a week for three
(3) consecutive weeks in a
newspaper of general circula-
tion in the Province of Ilocos
Norte and Laoag City at the ex-
pense of the petitioner.

Let a copy of this Order to-
gether with the petition be fur-
nished the Solicitor General, the
Office of the Provincial Prosecu-
tor, the Local Civil Registrar of
San Nicolas, Ilocos Norte, and
the Civil Registrar General of the
National Census and Statistics
Office, Manila.

SO ORDERED.
Done in the City of Laoag, this

26th day of April, 2010.

(SGD) MANUEL L. ARGEL,
JR.

Judge
CC:
N.S.O.  mailed
SOLGEN –do-
L.C.R. San Nicolas –do-
Petitioner –do-
Pros. Calija
RTC-OCC
Atty. J. Felipe
May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
____________________________

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

First Judicial Region
BRANCH 65, LAOAG CITY

IN RE: PETITION FOR THE
CORRECTION OF ENTRIES IN
THE CERTIFICATES OF LIVE

BIRTH OF MINOR IAN KARLO
D. DE LOS SANTOS, PARTICU-

LARLY IN THE DATE AND
PLACE OF MARRIAGE OF
PARENTS COLUMN FROM
“APRIL 18, 1994 – SAN

NICOLAS, ILOCOS NORTE TO
“NOT MARRIED”, AND IN THE
NAME OF MOTHER COLUMN

FROM “ROSELYN” TO
“ROSALYN”

ROSALYN A. DANZALAN,
Petitioner,
-versus-

THE MUNICIPAL CIVIL REGIS-

TRAR OF SAN NICOLAS,
ILOCOS NORTE, AND THE

CIVIL REGISTRAR GENERAL
OF THE NATIONAL STATISTICS

OFFICE, MANILA,
Respondents.

Spl. Proc. No. 14734-65
x———————x

ORDER

This is a verified “Amended”
Petition for the Correction of En-
tries in the Certificate of Live Birth
of Minor Ian Karlo D. De Los
Santos, particularly in the col-
umn “DATE AND PLACE OF
MARRIAGE OF PARENTS” col-
umn from “April 18, 1994 – San
Nicolas, Ilocos Norte” to “NOT
MARRIED”; and in the “NAME OF
MOTHER” column from
“Roselyn” to “ROSALYN”, filed
by the Petitioner thru counsel.

The petition appearing to be
in order, the Court hereby sets
the hearing of the petition on
June 9, 2010, at 9:00 o’clock in
the morning, at the Regional Trial
Court, Branch 65, Marcos Hall
of Justice, Laoag City, at which
date, time and place, any inter-
ested person adversely af-
fected may appear and show
cause why the petition should
not be granted.

Let a copy of this Order be
published once a week for three
(3) consecutive weeks in a
newspaper of general circula-
tion in the Province of Ilocos
Norte and Laoag City at the ex-
pense of the petitioner.

Let a copy of this Order to-
gether with the petition be fur-
nished the Solicitor General, the
Office of the Provincial Prosecu-
tor, the Municipal Civil Registrar
of San Nicolas, Ilocos Norte, and
the Civil Registrar General, Na-
tional Statistics Office, Manila.

SO ORDERED.
Done in the City of Laoag, this

26th day of April, 2010.

(SGD) MANUEL L. ARGEL,
JR.

Judge
CC:
N.S.O.  mailed
SOLGEN –do-
L.C.R. San Nicolas –do-
Petitioner –do-
City Civil Registrar, Laoag City
Atty. L. Caraang
Pros. Calija
RTC-OCC
May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
____________________________

DEED OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE
Notice is hereby given that

the intestate estate of the late
SPS. CRESENCIO CASTRO and
INES M. de CASTRO consisting
of twenty one (21) parcels of
land designated as Lot Nos.
7361, 7740, 7365, 7755, 7429,
7745, 5589, 5608, 5611, 5618,
5626, 5609, 5622, 5627, 5612,
5616, 5617, 5621, 5629, 3/5
share of Lot Nos. 5588 and 5610
covered by TCT Nos. (1364) T-
14, T-6, T-7, T-16, T-1082, T-8,
T-9, T-1079, T-1081, T-1080, and
OCT No. O-2396 containing an
area of 1,138 sq. m., 363 sq.
m., 400 sq. m., 331 sq. m., 366
sq. m., 366 sq. m., 424 sq. m.,
842 sq. m., 1,656 sq. m., 3,529
sq. m., 128 sq. m., 504 sq. m.,
6,132 sq. m., 264  sq. m., 132
sq. m., 915 sq. m., 253 sq. m.,
88 sq. m., 1,838 sq. m., 11,631
sq. m. and 4,480 sq. m., situ-
ated in the Barrio of But-tong
(now Nalbo) and Barrio of
Mang-ngato (now Mangato
East). Barrio of Mang-ngato
(now Cabungaan South) and
Barrio of Buttong all of Munici-
pality of Laoag (now City of
Laoag) have been the subject
of Deed of Extra-judicial Settle-
ment of Estate executed by their
heirs ratified and acknowledged
before Notary Public Isidro
Corpuz as per Doc. No. 412;
Page No. 83; Bk. No. XXX; S. of
2010.
May 23, 30, June 6, 2010*IT
________________________________
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BY DOMINIC B. DELA CRUZ

STAFF REPORTER

BATAC CITY—Aside from the
powerful Marcos family that virtu-
ally dominated the top elective posts
in the province in the recent auto-
mated elections, another political
family—the Nalupta clan—also per-
formed well.

Former Batac Mayor Jesus R.
Nalupta made this announcement
as he said majority of his relatives
won in the recent polls.

 “We are very thankful daguiti
nagbotos, appo, ta that only goes
to show that they still have that
confidence kadaguiti Nalupta,” the
former local chief executive said.

Results of the recent elections
show incumbent Batac Mayor Jef-
frey Jubal Nalupta won re-election
against the Marcos-backed
Sangguniang Panlalawigan member
Albert Chua; while his runningmate
incumbent Batac Vice Mayor
Ronald Allan Nalupta also won over

BY DOMINIC B. DELA CRUZ

STAFF REPORTER

THE INTEGRATED school that would serve Laoag residents located
“south of the river” is set to open this coming school year as enroll-
ment in the said school has been opened.

Laoag City schools division superintendent Araceli Pastor made
this announcement after the Department of Education central office
gave the go-signal for the operation of the integrated school that
would be located at Balatong Elementary School.

The said school aims to service elementary graduates in entering
secondary education, especially those from Barangays Balatong,
Balacad, Darayday, Mangato, Apaya, Calayab and other nearby vil-
lages.

For the meantime, Pastor said the said school will only accept
enrollees for first year high school to maintain the quality of educa-
tion, though incoming second year high school students who still go
to Paoay, Ilocos Norte for schooling may also be accepted depending
on the availability of facilities.

The integrated school was given two rooms within the Balatong
school compound; the rooms were later rehabilitated by the Laoag
City government.

It must also be noted, Pastor said, that the integrated school
would be assisted by the existing elementary school in terms of facili

BY DOMINIC B. DELA CRUZ

STAFF REPORTER

LAOAG City schools division
superintendent Araceli Pas-
tor announced that Laoag City
was adjudged recently as the
Most Outstanding Local
Government Unit in Region
I on Literacy Program by the
Department of Education
(DepEd).

The selection of the Laoag
government was mainly due to
the all-out support of the city
government, headed by Laoag
Mayor Michael V. Fariñas, to all
literacy programs of the city
DepEd.

Among these is the Alterna-
tive Learning System (ALS),
which caters to out-of-school
youths, Bureau of Jail Manage-
ment and Penology inmates,
guest relations officers (GROs),
and porters at the Laoag City
Commercial Complex.

This program aims mainly to
improve the literacy level of
those concerned and to give
them a better opportunity to pass
the national accreditation and
equivalency test being conducted
annually.

Mr. Ceferino Vicente, ALS
supervisor, said it would be the
mayor who would receive the
award though no definite date for
the awarding rites has been
scheduled.

Aside from the ALS, Vicente
said other literacy programs in

DEPED’S LITERACY PROGRAM TILT
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Nalupta clan makes noise in May polls
Atty. Da Vinci Crisostomo.

Other members of the Nalupta
clan that won in the election are re-
elected SP member Ma. Elena
Nalupta, reelected Batac Councilor
Violeta Nalupta and SP member
Eugenio Angelo M. Barba who won
as vice governor. Barba is the hus-
band of Atty. Myra Nalupta.

Nalupta stressed that their
mayoralty victory in Batac proved
that they won over the Marcoses
as he insisted that it was not only
Chua who ran for the mayoralty post
but also the Marcoses and the in-
cumbent mayor’s victory should be
remembered.

He also disclosed that the num-
ber of votes garnered by his son,
the reelected mayor, was actually
more that what they expected as he
took at dig at their political oppo-
nents alleging that they were
against Batac’s cityhood conver-
sion and Republic Act 7171.

“Ta no kinontram iti cityhood
sa ka ket agkandidato a ket talaga

a nga you should have been re-
jected totally by the people of Batac.
Second, is maipanggep iti panang
kontram iti RA 7171,” Nalupta
pointed out.

Nalupta also disclosed that
even if their political opponent has
been endorsed by the bloc-voting
Iglesia ni Cristo, he said some mem-
bers of the religious group told him
that they would still vote for his son.
He quoted them as saying:

“Haan mi mabalin a suruten
dayta tauray itiwalag dakami iti
daytoy metla a tiempo ket haan mi
suruten dayta.”

Nalupta clarified that he still has
high respects for the INC as well as
other religious sects as he stressed
that we are in a democracy and ev-
eryone is free to choose whom they
want to vote for.

As for his relationship with the
Marcoses, Nalupta said he has no
grudge against anyone of them as
he said that these were mere in-
trigues.

Integrated school at
Balatong now accepting
enrollees—LC DepEd
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HALL OF JUSTICE ON FIRE. Members of the Bureau of Fire Protection fight off the fire that engulfed the Marcos
Hall of Justice here in the city as Laoag Mayor Michael V. Farinas (inset) personally visited incident on May 14.
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